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    The Endless Winter

Opening: Saturday 25 March 2006, Via del Castello 11, 6pm–12 midnight

Until 6 May 2006, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

For his second solo exhibition in Galleria Continua’s theatre-cinema space, Bruno Peinado presents a new body of works entitled The Endless Winter.

The French artist works in the sphere of the everyday, examining lifestyles, eating habits, cultural products and sub-products deriving from globalization. Peinado has always been interested in subcultures, asking himself and us about the need for a new individual identity, where identity is taken to include both the preservation of diversity and the phenomena of unpredictability.

The work becomes a kind of experimental laboratory where it is possible to elude uniformity and to search for a new mode of individual thought. The artist achieves a kind of mix and remix of races, sound, fashion, art and desires, producing a new artistic identity that renders Peinado’s work absolutely unmistakeable.

The Endless Winter is inspired by a celebrated documentary from the 60s, The Endless Summer, which became something of a cult ‘for surfers in search of the perfect wave’. And just like a wave, the project invades the upper floor of the gallery, with the light, measured and carefree tones that only the Creole Peinado is able to give us.

At the entrance there is an initial group of works, a series of parallepipeds installed on the walls and floor and painted in the bright colours typically associated with car bodywork. Further on we encounter surf boards, some with an axe sunk deep in the middle of them, almost as if to emphasize the possibility of failure, that the search for the perfect wave may end in defeat. Already in these first works in the project, one can note a hybrid mix of American pop and minimal art, of street culture and official culture.

On the load platform of a three-wheel Piaggio APE there is a plant which, like a surfer waiting for the propitious moment to ride a wave in what is the greatest of solo challenges, is waiting for the right moment to improvise a liberating dance in the absence of people. It is an intimate gesture that highlights the need for private primordial actions, away from one’s peer groups and from the flashy, ‘status’-conscious world – the real individual test, which, when applied, will give us a measure of ourselves.

The various elements in the project combine with each other to underline the coexistence between the excesses of a consumer-driven society – for which the ultimate art experience is pop – and the need for an intimate, individual gesture.

Peinado’s post-production work establishes an area where cultures are open to dialogue and the search for agreement, humbly allowing themselves to be penetrated by outside contamination without, however, ever denying their own nature. 

Bruno Peinado was born in Montpellier in 1970. He lives and works in Douarnenez, Brittany.

For Peinado the creative process involves the constant exploration of mass culture, of the linguistic codes that organize our time and of the stereotypes of consumer society. He pursues the logic of creolization, as an instrument for re-appropriating and “rereading” symbols and images. Peinado produces installations packed with signs borrowed from everyday life, from newspapers, music, video games and television. He assembles drawings, objects, sculptures, videos and paintings realized on all kinds of support, creating unexpected paths where diversity is richness and there is scope for inventing a new world.

Despite his youth, Bruno Peinado has had a number of major exhibitions in international venues, including recent solo shows in New York (Why Style at the Swiss Institute of Contemporary Art and Lo-Revolution at Parker’s Box, both in 2005), Zurich (Silence is Sexy at the Migros Museum, 2005), Paris (Perpetuum Mobile at the Palais de Tokyo, 2004) and São Paulo (Kombinacao at the Parco das Artes, 2004). He has also contributed to group shows such as: Sol Systeme, Centre d’Art Contemporain La Passerelle, Brest (2006); Bang! Bang!, MIAM, Sète (2005); Just Do it!, Lentos, Kunstmuseum Linz, Austria (2005); Biennale São Paulo, Parc Ibirapuera, São Paulo (2004); Poetic Justice, Istanbul Biennial, Yerebatan Cistern, Istanbul (2003).
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