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Following her recent participation in the 51st Venice Biennale, Mona Hatoum is returning to Italy with a major project specifically conceived for the exhibition spaces of the Galleria Continua.

Hatoum’s work often derives it’s conceptual and aesthetic premiss from her engagement with the context in which she is operating. Here she creates a series of pauses and reflections exposing undercurrents of fear and uncertainty, conflicts and contradictions in power relationships. 

The exhibition explores some of the themes favoured by the artist, as in the installation that opens the show, which consists of an oversized alabaster string of worry beads. An “exiled”, decontextualized, defamiliarized object placed on the floor, it’s scale making it impossible to hold in your hand or slide through your fingers, as would normally be expected. In contrast to this Hatoum also creates a number of works that are intimate and domestic in scale. She combines daily activities like cooking and knitting to create fragile pasta forms, a “find” to preserve under glass away from careless hands, and weavings using incongruous material such as human hair. 

Hatoum’s work is distinguished by its capacity to convey conflict through installations that, although dealing with the familiar, suggest the possibility, whether real or imagined, of imminent danger. One example is ‘Drowning Sorrows (wine bottles)’, where a group of bottles seem to struggle in order not to sink definitively into the floor. 

The theme of incarceration re-emerges in the cage placed on the lower level of the gallery. This is a hermetic, impenetrable structure denying any possibility of access or escape and suggesting the notion of a physical and mental prison. This theme is also pursued in broader terms in the work entitled ‘Hot Spot’. Here the world is represented as a lit-up globe above human height. This is an elegant object that nevertheless can be perceived as a vision of the entire world as a dangerous place caught up in eternal conflict. 

Rounding off the exhibition is a site-specific installation created for the stalls area of the gallery. An impressive work that enchants and seduces the viewer in its enveloping web.

Mona Hatoum was born into a Palestinian family in Beirut in 1952 . During a visit to London In 1975, the civil war broke out in Lebanon and prevented her from returning home. She now lives and works in London and Berlin. 

By the mid-80s Hatoum had already established herself on the art scene with performances and video works in which the body became the expression of a divided reality, struggling to survive in a culturally and socially oppressive environment. During the 90s Hatoum’s work became gradually less narrative as she moved towards large-scale installations and sculptures in which everyday objects, such as chairs, beds, kitchen utensils, are transformed in scale turning the domestic into a hostile world full of pitfalls. The ensuing disorientation and vulnerability leave no room for certainty. Mona Hatoum’s work has been shown in many prominent gallery spaces in Europe, the United States, Canada and Australia. Her numerous solo exhibitions include: Mona Hatoum, Musée National d’Art Moderne, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, 1994; Mona Hatoum, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago and The New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York, 1997; Mona Hatoum, The Entire World as a Foreign Land, Tate Britain, London, 2000; Mona Hatoum – A major survey, Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg; Kunst Museum, Bonn; Magasin 3 Stockholm Konsthall and the Sydney Museum of Contemporary Art (2004–2005). The artist has also participated in Documenta XI (2002), the Venice Biennale (2005) and the Istanbul Biennial (2005). She will be participating in the Biennale of Sydney in June 2006.
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