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JORGE MACCHI

‘Due volte nello stesso fiume’

Opening: Saturday 23 September 2006, via del Castello 11, 6pm–12 midnight

 Until 2 December 2006, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

Due volte nello stesso fiume (Twice in the same river) is the title of the first solo exhibition by the Argentine artist Jorge Macchi for the Galleria Continua in Italy. If Heraclitus, the philosopher of a symbiosis between ‘being’ and ‘becoming’ offers stimulus for this exhibition, what actually more than anything else enables us to grasp the poetics of Macchi’s work is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe. The images and ideas that Poe expresses in words are expressed visually by Macchi in the works in this exhibition, and likewise in a whole series of works produced by the artist in recent years. The Island of the Fay describes the magic of an island at dusk, evoking a fantasy atmosphere that is on the brink between science and mysticism, dream and reality, and where places and images are a metaphor of the fleeting nature of time and life: “…The shade of the trees fell heavily upon the water, and seemed to bury itself therein, impregnating the depths of the element with darkness. I fancied that each shadow, as the sun descended lower and lower, separated itself sullenly from the trunk that gave it birth, and thus became absorbed by the stream; while other shadows issued momently from the trees, taking the place of their predecessors thus entombed.”
The contradiction between movement and stability, the ephemeral and the permanent – these are the themes most dear to the artist, which he has explored over the years in video, installations, objects and drawings. In Due volte nello stesso fiume the principal motif and primary concern of all the works is space.

The large-scale installation conceived for the stalls area of the former cinema uses a number of elements that also appeared in Still Song, Macchi’s work for The Experience of Art exhibition at the 51st Venice Bienniale: a reflecting sphere hanging from the roof, the lights of which produced apertures on the white walls of the room. The elements that have always characterized the artist’s work are an imperceptible, silent displacement, the ephemeral boundary between the destruction of the image and the search for the probable image, and the capacity to grasp something that is no longer solid. To these one must now add the ability to transform lights and shadows into palpable objects and matter. The installation for San Gimignano gives us a new vision of space, an imperceptible play of vibrations as a representation of a perpetual state of precariousness.

The exhibition at Galleria Continua has also offered Macchi a fresh opportunity to work with the musician Edgardo Rudnitzky, with whom he collaborated on Buenos Aires Tour and L’ascensione, the performance event at the Antico Oratorio di San Filippo, also part of the last Venice Bienniale, where Macchi was participating as a representative of the Argentine Pavilion. For this solo show the two artists are presenting Streamline, a previously unviewed video where visual image and sound image overlap to create the body of the work. 

Jorge Macchi was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1963, where he lives and works.

It is not possible to discern predetermined stylistic lines in Macchi’s work; all means are used as simple, free instruments for expressing a series of ideas. “The random melody that can be obtained by sticking fragments of newspaper headings onto a pentagram, the text drawn from police reports and used as primary material for the construction of a pentagram, nails in the shape of notes – these are some of the works with which Jorge Macchi composes music and the image… The production of works that include both image and sound have been a constant feature of his output over the years, and coexist alongside his other texts, the photographic ones or the obsessive, rigorous works on paper…” (A Rosenberg). “The key word regarding Macchi’s work is detachment… one of the strong points of his output is the rapidity and clarity of thought… Macchi’s work, reduced as it is to the essential and stripped of any frills, produces the same formal pleasure as music…” (M. Gainza).

Jorge Macchi has shown extensively in group exhibitions around the world, including: the 51st Venice Biennale, Argentine Pavilion, in The Experience of Art curated by Maria de Corral (2005); Farsites, part of Inside, Tijuana-San Diego (2005); Biennial of San Paolo (2004); Biennial of Istanbul 8 (2003). Solo shows include: Doppelgänger, Casa Incendiaria, Madrid (2005); Le 10Neuf, Centre Regional d’Art Contemporaine Montbeliard, France (2004); MUHKA, Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp (1998); Museum of Modern Art Buenos Aires (1998). In 2001 he won the Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship with his Buenos Aires Tour project. His works are held in important permanent collections at the Museum of Modern Art in Buenos Aires, at the University of Essex and the Tate Modern in England and in the MUSAC in Spain. 
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