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P. & P.

Special Project

Opening: Saturday 23 September 2006, via Arco dei Becci 1, 6pm–12 midnight

 Until 2 December 2006, Tuesday–Saturday 2–7pm

After the warm reception of Luca Pancrazzi’s work by both the general public and the critics at ArtBasel – where Galleria Continua presented a large-scale installation in the Art Unlimited section –, the gallery is pleased to provide a fresh opportunity to view the artist’s work.

Fundamental to Pancrazzi’s work is the idea that it is constantly developing, thanks to a deconstructive, endogenous displacement, endlessly open and never limited by the presumption of performing a mirroring function or offering a definitive (some would say “metaphysical”) response. It grows on the basis of its capacity to generate difference, to identify, to make work and to vary the unexpected displacement.

This key to interpretation helps to ensure the artist’s work is in turn not locked into the schema of so-called postmodernism, to which it cannot be reduced. Indeed, although the themes he tackles are necessarily, at least in part, postmodern, he has always asserted his own independence and originality.

The artist feels constantly compelled to experiment, and is always in need of new openings, refractions and developments. His exhibitions are anxious to show how everything is related and holds together, and what can still be done in various different directions. Things must never remain the same or give this impression: even art and art works are a “passage”, an “interior”, a temporal phase. His works are not theme-images but experience-images.

Intuition assumes the appearance of a fully fledged vision, the view of a total space in which all spaces are contained. Every space is an interior, every space is a passage within this global space. In reality this total space is time, its relentless progression and its ungraspability other than in visual terms.
Pancrazzi’s work – the first occasion on which the Arco dei Becci space has been used for a special project – is a second execution of his video installation Polvere e Polvere (Dust and Dust). This piece was first shown at his first personal exhibition at the Galleria Continua in June 1998. In P. and P. the artist relates the work to the space, which this time is small and intimate. He has ‘adapted’ and ‘reread’ his work, making it engage with the room but also reworking it in the light of the emotional seasons, as Pancrazzi defines them, that have passed in the meantime and the traces left by the dust that has settled on the dust.

One of the themes developed in this work is the landscape and the way it unfolds before us: “… a landscape that can only be perceived by the gaze, through the side window of a train, which offers an intuitive glimpse of its inner complexity”.

Luca Pancrazzi was born in Figline Valdarno (Florence) in 1961. He has lived and worked in Milan since 1994. In his career to date he has used expressive media that range from painting and photography to video, light-boxes, sculpture and large installation pieces. The central theme of Pancrazzi’s work is the artistic process as such. The gaze, the crossing of the boundary between inside and outside, the staggering of time and perception, minimal gaps and slight variations – these are the elements through which the artist investigates reality, offering us fresh, multi-faceted readings of the landscape and of vision. He has had a number of personal exhibitions in prominent public and private galleries in Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium and the United States. He has also contributed to group exhibitions like: Natura e Metamorfosi, IGAV-Fondazione Garuzzo Arti Visive, Beijing and Shanghai (2006); Young Italian Artists. At the turn of the millennium, Galleria Continua, Beijing (2006); Per esempio. Arte Contemporanea Italiana dalla Collezione UniCredit, Mart, Rovereto (2005); Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Fundación Marcelino Botín, Santander (2005); Paysages, Constructions et Simulations, Casino Luxembourg, Forum d’art Contemporain, Luxembourg (2005); Beyond the Ego, 1st Moscow Biennale of Contemporary Art, Museum of Contemporary History of Russia, Moscow (2005); Spazi Atti / Fitting Spaces. 7 artisti italiani alle prese con la trasformazione dei luoghi, PAC Padiglione d´Arte Contemporanea, Milan, curated by Roberto Pinto and Jean-Hubert Martin (2004); Fast forward. Media Art/Sammlung Goetz, ZKM Zentrum für Kunst und Medientechnologie, Karlsruhe, curated by Sabine Himmelsbach and Stephan Urbaschek (2003); Continuità. Arte in Toscana 1990-2000, Centro per l’Arte Contemporanea Luigi Pecci, Prato, curated by Jean Christophe Amman (2002); Comunicaciòn entre las artes, 1st Valencia Biennial, Valencia, curated by Luigi Settembrini (2001); Minimalia. An Italian Vision in 20th Century Art, P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, New York, curated by Achille Bonito Oliva (1999); Futuro Presente Passato, 47th Venice Biennale. International Art Exhibition, Venice, curated by Germano Celant (1997). 
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