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BERLINDE DE BRUYCKERE

12th May

Opening: Saturday 12th May 2007, Via del Castello 11, 6pm–12 midnight

Until 27th August 2007, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

Galleria Continua is pleased to announce a new solo exhibition by Belgian artist Berlinde De Bruyckere. She will show a series of works produced specifically for the gallery’s exhibition spaces.

De Bruyckere’s output is characterized by an exploration of opposites: life winning out over death, the capacity of love to redeem violence and fears, the violated body that simultaneously offers itself and conceals itself from view. Charged with material force and sensuality, her sculptures recount a world of victims and horrors but also of human dignity, redemption and love. In this exhibition De Bruyckere once again represents solitary, silent and fragile figures that present themselves to the viewer as metaphors of psychological suffering and alienation.

The sculpture that opens the exhibition is of a horse, one of the artist’s favourite subjects. De Bruyckere first treated this theme in 2000, when she produced a work for the Flanders Fields Museum of Leper in Belgium. The context for the piece – a museum built as a remembrance of the First World War – prompted the artist to reflect upon war and death. Seeing in images of dismembered horses a metaphor of death, she began depicting them with essential lines, laid out on tables or hanging from a tree or bare, cast-iron structures. She concentrated a lot of her efforts on achieving plastic forms, dramatically tense or softly nestling postures, enhancing the profile of the shiny line of the horse’s coat or the more vigorous, powerful and sensual features of the animal’s body.

De Bruyckere’s work lends itself to multiple interpretations and readings; here too there is scope for a further transfiguration of the subject and for viewing the horse as a representation not only of human qualities but also of the dualism between life and death, eros and thanatos.

With the large-scale installation produced for the stalls area of the former cinema, the artist introduces new themes based on a precise iconographic reference: the tree. If in some of her previous site-specific works the tree was used to provide a narrative background, here it acquires a central function. A powerfully symbolic image, the tree is associated with life but also consists of a material, organic, changing element: wood as a metaphor for ‘thought’.

Tree trunks hollowed out and shaped by time, knots and veins protruding from the pattern of the wax –  vulnerable and mutilated like the other figures that accompany them, they find a form of precarious protection behind thin squares of glass.

Berlinde de Bruyckere was born in 1964 in Gent, where she lives and works.

The suffering, pain-filled universe of De Bruyckere’s works first drew the attention of the international art world at the beginning of the 1990s. In this first phase of her career, the artist built refuges, precarious, transitory structures made from woven rags, with metal beds piled high with blankets of the most disparate kind, a reflection of a desperate human search for refuge and protection.

De Bruyckere became known to the Italian public thanks to her participation in the 50th Venice Biennale in 2003, and in her career to date she has exhibited in a number of other prestigious public spaces and museums. Recently she has contributed to the group exhibitions Of Mice and Men, Berlin Biennial, Berlin (2006) and ARS 06, Kiasma, Helsinki (2006), and has had three solo shows: Berlinde De Bruyckere, La Maison Rouge, Paris (2005); Één, De Pont Stichting voor hedendaagse kunst / Foundation for Contemporary Art, Tilburg (Holland, 2005); and Undercover, Kunsthalle, Quadrennial 06 Artcity, Dusseldorf (2006).  
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