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Galleria Continua is pleased to present the first Italian stage of the exhibition A Continuous Dialogue, which features the work of eight leading Chinese artists currently active on the international art scene: Ai Weiwei, Cao Fei, Gu Dexin, Kan Xuan, Lu Chunsheng, Yan Lei, Zheng Guogu and Zhuang Hui. 

Partly due to its enormous size, China is geographically and culturally heterogeneous and complex, and is producing generations of artists that are very varied in terms of background, culture and tradition. Although they are bound together by a similar socio-political context, these artists have produced different responses to common issues. They range across a number of very different media, including large-scale installations, video, photography and painting. 

The exhibition in the gallery shows the imposing site-specific installation by the artist Gu Dexin (in the former stalls area of the gallery); the video A monk by Kan Xuan; A Continuous Dialogue, a new series of works by Yan Lei, inspired by the Beijing leg of the current show; the new video History of Chemistry 2 and the photographs of Lu Chunsheng; the complex canvases and enigmatic sculptures of Zheng Guogu; the lively, derisory videos and photographs of the young artist Cao Fei; the conceptual works of Zhuang Hui; and the brilliant, cerebral sculptures and installations of the artist and architect Ai Weiwei.

Together with the international artistic community, Galleria Continua, thanks to its Beijing-based exhibition space, is witnessing an important period for Chinese contemporary art.  It offers an ideal point from which to observe the socio-cultural changes taking place in China and it becomes a lively and dynamic centre for the exploration of different artistic languages.

In such a vibrant and constantly changing environment, art and artists are maturing and evolving in an international context where there is a genuine and fundamental exchange of ideas and themes between artists of different provenance.

BRIEF PROFILES OF THE ARTISTS

Ai Weiwei (b. Beijing, 1957) was one of the founders of The Stars group (xing xing), one of the first avant-garde movements in Chinese art, which developed in Beijing at the end of the 70s. After a sojourn in New York, Ai Wei Wei returned to his native city to work as an artist and architect. For Ai Wei Wei art is a “game of intelligence”, leading him to experiment with immense expressive forms and to roam freely between past and present, drawing on both historic and current cultural resources. Ai Wei Wei plays on and destroys the meaning of ordinary things, dismantling objects and reassembling them to create new forms, thereby depriving the object of the significance originally attributed to it.
Exhibitions:

2006 China Power Station: Part I, Serpentine Gallery, London, England
         MoCA Envisage - Entry Gate: Chinese Aesthetics of Heterogeneity, Shanghai, China

2005 "Herzog & de Meuron. An Exhibition", Tate Modern, London, England 

Cao Fei (b. Guangzhou, 1978) is a young artist from Guangzhou, who grew up in the electronics, entertainment and advertising world. Aged just 28, Cao Fei has a vast number of video works, performances and photographs to her name. Fresh, varied, charged with energy and movement but above all ironic and sarcastic, Cao Fei’s works take us on a journey into the realism of the do-it-yourself philosophy, a crucial theme of her generation. 

Exhibitions:

2006 China Power Station: Part I, Serpentine Gallery, London, England
         ALLLOOKSAME, Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin, Italy
Gu Dexin (b. Beijing, 1962) is an artist whose boundless imagination is fed by an abiding passion for games. His works sail on the sea of the imaginary creatures he himself has created, and explore themes concerning the vital pleasures and the fatal erosion of life, creating a fascinating universe consisting of the pure desire for liberty. His recent animated works feature characters – stylized to the point of being rendered with just a few lines – that represent various taboo-situations rather than political or social situations, presented in a sarcastic and absurd fashion.    

Exhibitions:

2006 China Power Station: Part I, Serpentine Gallery, London, England
         Gu Dexin 04.03.2006,Gallery Urs Meile, Lucerne, Switzerland
2005 Emergency Biennale in Chechnya, at the Matrix Art Project, Brussels

Kan Xuan (b. XuanCheng, 1972) lives and works in Amsterdam. She uses a range of expressive media including painting, photography and video installation. Considered one of the best Chinese video artists, Kan Xuan is highly imaginative: her work displays an almost obsessive interest in the five senses and dwells on various elements and sensations, apparently of little significance, with which we rub shoulders throughout our lives without really noting them.

Exhibitions:

2006 China Power Station: Part I, Serpentine gallery, London, England
         9th Havana Biennial 2006, Havana, Cuba

2005 I still believe in miracles, Museum de Art moderne de la Ville de Paris, France

Lu Chunsheng (b. Changchun) lives and works in Shanghai. He works within the pictorial image-making tradition of art, but also enjoys using the most advanced visual technologies. The skilful use of photography and video installations enables him to range across different categories, with surrealist leanings that translate into splendid and absurd landscape scenes where imaginary territories are mapped and other societies coexist with our own. Suspense, irrationality and introspection are the chief characteristics of his works. In History of Chemistry 1 the message is veiled but extremely clear, and concerns a social reality where young people are trying to reach an objective but without knowing its nature or even its provenance. In the video a group of sailors emerge from the sea, captains of a boat that does not exist, and head out to explore a world unknown to them. 

Exhibitions:

2006 China Power Station: Part I, Serpentine Gallery, London, England
   The Thirteen: Chinese Video Now, P.S.1, New York, USA

   Move on Asia 2006: Clash and Network, Shanghai Duolun MoMA, Shanghai, China

Yan Lei (b. Hebei, 1965) lives and works in Beijing. With his criticism of institutions and his often provocative stance, he has undoubtedly been one of the most important artists on the Chinese art scene since the 90s. Although his on-going, extended examination is not particularly varied, his new works are moving towards an even more hallucinated reality regarding the mechanical production of images that form part of the collective everyday existence that the artist has experienced and which he draws upon in a synthetic and broken-down fashion. Yan Lei does not want to offer any answers, and in fact his works do not provide any; they are individually descriptive, representing the succinct portrait of what conditions the artist: moments, images, reflections, encounters, related through an utterly personal interpretation of the fundamental relationship between culture and pictorial action. 

Exhibitions:

2006   "Super Light" Galerie Urs Meile, Lucerne, Switzerland

2005   “Out of Sight” De Appel, Amsterdam, Holland

2003    50. Biennale di Venezia, Italy
Zheng Guogu (b. Yang Jiang, 1979) is one of the young artists on the growing Chinese postmodern art scene who has responded to the rapid changes in China over the last ten years, giving full-blown artistic form to the period of economic and social transformation. What sets him apart is his commitment to the culture of his nation and more specifically to that of his home town, while at the same time he also gets involved with the trends and fashions in the globalized art system. Works from the ‘Pig Brain Controls Computer’ series represent the artist’s response to commercial trends and consumer culture. His work are a reflection on how the ‘media’ swamp and stimulate everyday life.
Exhibitions:

2006 Popular Expression, Museum het Domein, Sittard, Netherlands
2005 “Out of Sight” De Appel, Amsterdam, Holland

 Follow Me! Chinese Contemporary Art at the Threshold of the New Millennium, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan
Zhuang Hui (b. Yumen, 1963) lives and works in Beijing. He makes use of various expressive means such as large-scale installations, photography and painting. His work is a demonstration of a fusion between fiction and reality, and is a profound reflection upon appearances. It is also openly critical of a spiritually impoverished society. His videos and photographs remain lucidly descriptive whilst at the same time displaying a highly literary poeticality. Zhuang Hui started his career as a photographer and distinguished himself for the way he used black-and-white panorama photos depicting group portraits to highlight the predominance of collectivity in Chinese society.

Exhibitions:

2006  Happy days, Long March Foundation, Beijing, China

2005  Dingpolitik - Atmospheres of Democracy, Zentrum für Kunst und Medientechnologie Karlsruhe,     

    Germany

2004  Le Moine et le Démon, Musée d’art contemporain de Lyon, France 
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