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LORIS CECCHINI

Morphing wave

Opening: Saturday 15 September 2007, Via del Castello 11, 4–8pm

Until 16 November 2007, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

In recent years the artistic practice of Loris Cecchini, the focus of which has always been an investigation of space and the virtualized object, has quite naturally and consequentially moved in the direction of some of the concerns of contemporary architecture. Exhibition projects like Cloudless – the itinerant show that has travelled in the course of 2006–07 to some of the world’s major metropolises, from Beijing (Galleria Continua) and Shanghai (Duolun MoMA) to New York (PS1) and Paris (Palais de Tokyo) – show quite clearly how Cecchini’s poetics is now oriented towards the exploration of a physical-experiential space where functionality seems to extend to dream, and which is always determined by the emotional and playful component of the guiding concept.

Cecchini’s work for the gallery’s stage area is part of this ongoing research. The artist moves across the stage three-dimensionally, designing a suspended aerial structure. Consisting of approximately 25,000 polyethylene spheres, Morphing wave appears to be an organic element, clearly becoming a progressive, shapeless cell fabric, fluid and expanding. In addition to a highly imaginative perception of the object, which is visually suggestive in various different ways, there is a cell image, formally rendered as an assemblage of replicated modules and hence as an artificial organism. The organic dimension, which makes one think of a fractal proliferation, is for Cecchini a way of alluding to a sculpture that abandons the absolute stasis of the plastic body and assumes, through an instantaneous adaptation, a variable form. The module – in this case the sphere – is not an iconic unit but an instrument for giving life to a germinal concatenation that may assume multiple configurations. This is where the gap lies, an expression of Cecchini’s customary propensity for operating on the border between the natural and the artificial, serial production and poetic suspension.

In the work of Loris Cecchini (b. Milan, 1969), photography, drawing, sculpture and installation combine to form a unified poetics, the cardinal element of which is transfiguration. The subjects that appear in his work include multiple collages and detailed architectural models, objects in rubber, reinvented caravans and tree houses, structurally distorted spaces, and prismatic, transparent covers and surfaces. The variety and morphology of the elements constantly interrelate in a continuous alternating process of deconstruction and reconstruction located in the interchange between the physical reality of the materials and a virtualized presence.

In both his photographs and his sculptures, the revision of a wide-ranging notion of the ‘model’ involves the reworking of familiar forms from our everyday lives, which are transferred into an altered vision that challenges the viewer’s perceptions. Using subtle digital processing methods, the artist superimposes snatches of reality onto physical/virtual scenarios constructed by means of studio models, creating various situations that lie somewhere between the plausible and the paradoxical.

The idea of modelling and of paradox can be seen in the life-size objects reproduced in grey urethane rubber: like ghosts and shadows of their real referent, the objects appear helpless, collapsing onto themselves, but at the same time acquire a sense of character and an irony that makes them less object-like and more human. 

Loris Cecchini has shown his work in many events of international importance. Recent exhibitions include: Empty walls, just doors, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 2007; Hyper design, 6th Shanghai Biennial, Shanghai, 2006; Italy Made in art: Now, curated by Achile Bonito Oliva, MOCA, Shanghai, 2006; Giardino, Luoghi della piccola realtà, PAN, Naples, 2006; Space - Now and Then. Art and architecture, Fundament Foundation, AaBe Fabrieken, Tilburg, 2005; 51st Venice Biennale, prize for young Italian art 2004–05, Venice Pavilion, Venice, 2005.
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