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SOPHIE WHETTNALL

red snow

Opening: Saturday 15 September 2007, Via Arco dei Becci 1, 4–8pm

Until 16 November 2007, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

Galleria Continua is pleased to announce the first solo exhibition in Italy by Belgian artist Sophie Whettnall (b. Brussels, 1973). 

Despite her youth, Whettnall has already shown her work in solo and group exhibitions in New York, Madrid, Barcelona (The Video Art Foundation), London (ICA), Toronto (Video Underground Zero), Paris, Antwerp, Athens and Santiago de Compostela. After being selected by Robert Storr for the 52nd Venice Biennale, she presented Shadow Boxing (2004), a video shot in 16 mm and transferred onto DVD. It shows a young woman standing impassively and motionless, except for a few slight movements that can be seen in her eyes, as a boxer’s punches repeatedly just miss her. The result is a kind of metaphoric duel based on the representation of an implicit but non-exhibited violence. In this, as in many of her other works, Whettnall dwells on interpersonal relationships, on the definition of individual identity in relation to the other, on the problem of communication but also on the subtle one of perception. 

Since the end of the 90s, Whettnall’s work has developed along two main lines. One is self-portraiture and performance, the other landscape. She uses a video camera to chart her journeys, tell us about herself and to film landscapes that turn into emotional landscapes. Her works – videos, photographs, video installations – adopt an autobiographical perspective whilst remaining constantly suspended between realism and abstraction, representation of the real and creation, movement and immobility. 

In the gallery’s Arco dei Becci space, Whettnall presents the video installation red snow, produced in the course of 2006 during a sojourn-residence at Casa de Velásquez in Madrid. We see a courtyard, a long snowfall and a landscape that is slowly and silently transformed, leading us into a hypnotic and surreal dimension. 

For further information about the show and about photographic material:

Press office: Silvia Pichini press@galleriacontinua.com, mob. 347 45 36 136
