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Antarctic Village – No Borders



Opening: Saturday 24 November 2007, Via del Castello 11, 6pm
Until 2 February 2008, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

Galleria Continua announces the first solo exhibition by Lucy + Jorge Orta entitled Antarctic Village – No Borders.

The work of the artists, an ongoing dialogue between ethics and aesthetics, investigates various crucial themes facing the world today: community and the social fabric, dwelling and the habitat, nomadism and mobility, sustainable development, ecology and recycling. In their working practice the Ortas also distinguish themselves as skilled mediators, interventionists, provocateurs, activists, campaigners, persuaders, interlocutors, teachers, conservationists, and much more.

The exhibition at the Galleria Continua comprises a cross-section of the artists’ work over the last year, presenting three projects that relate to three distinct issues of great topical pertinence: Orta Water, which is about the impending water crisis; Fallujah, about the war atrocities in Iraq; and Antarctica, which explores the notion of migration, territory and borders.

Antarctica will occupy the large stalls area of the former cinema and consists of a village of dome architectures and drop-parachutes bearing hundreds of national flags and silkscreen reproductions of a new amendment to the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 13:3, an ambitious work-in-progress that the artists have been engaged on since the beginning of the 90s and which involved the installation of a temporary metaphoric village in Antarctica. 

During Febraury-April 2007 the Ortas set out on an expedition to the Argentine scientific base of Marambio on the Antarctic peninsula to install their works and create a video. Besides being a symbol of freedom, the Antarctic also provides inspiration for reflection upon the plight of millions of men and women who have been driven out of their homelands as a result of war, political persecution and dire economic conditions. In this context the Antarctic Village can be seen as a place of hope where a new world can be built without borders. The primary aim of the project, commissioned by The End of the World Biennial, is to reflect on a free zone for the populations of different ethnic groups and Lucy and Jorge Orta wish to draw the attention of the international community to the urgent need to ammend Article 13 of the Declaration so that freedom of movement is also recognized as a universal human right.
The imaginary survey designed to increase awareness of the urgent issues facing the world today continues with new works in the OrtaWater series. The planet is thirsty and water is a primary resource which should be a basic right for everyone, yet more than one billion people in the world suffer passively from a lack of access to a source of drinking water. The current situation is due to the negative consequences of human activities on the ecosystem, plus wastage and poor distribution of this precious resource. OrtaWater also forms part of a more long-term process of research and consciousness-raising designed to sensitize viewers to the theme of primary resources. The Ortas have been working on this for many years now, and have presented it at major international-level presentations such as the: Venice Biennale for the Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa in 2005, the Boijmans Van Beuningen Museum in Rotterdam and the Galleria Continua in Beijing in 2006. It is now being presented for the seventh time. 

The final project in the exhibition is Fallujah, which came about as a result of the artists’ collaboration with the writer Jonathon Holmes and was presented in May 2007 at the Institute of Contemporary Arts offsite in London. The works presented here in the gallery are the studies for the large-scale installation which served as a backdrop for the play. The artists research is based on extensive interviews with witnesses – civilians, politicians, clerics, American soldiers and Iraqi diplomats – to the atrocities that took place in Fallujah. This intellectual collaboration prompted the Ortas to focus on the economic, political and social consequences of the Iraq war.
Anglo-Argentine artists Lucy + Jorge Orta founded their studio in 1991. Based in Paris and at The Dairy in Marne La Vallé. They manage a team of collaborators for the research and development of their projects. Various techniques are used: sculpture, couture, painting, printmaking, light projections. The themes tackled by Studio Orta are of great topicality and importance, such as the notion of community and the social fabric, building and the habitat, nomadism and mobility, sustainable development, ecology and recycling.

Born in Great Britain (1966), Lucy Orta has won numerous awards including the Andy Warhol Foundation grant and the UNEP sculpture prize for the environment. The most recent academic title conferred upon her was in 2002, when she was appointed to the Rootstein Hopkins Chair of Fashion at the London College of Fashion, University of the Arts, London.

Jorge Orta, who was born in Argentina (1953), is well known for his spectacular light-works, ambitious, ephemeral projections of signs and images produced on world heritage sites, for example the Aso Volcano in Japan or the troglodyte villages of Cappadocia in Turkey. Jorge Orta represented Argentina at the Venice Biennale in 1995.
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