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KAN XUAN

Kanxuan! Ai! 

Opening: Saturday 9 February 2008, Via del Castello 11, 6–12pm

Until 3 May 2008, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

Galleria Continua is pleased to present the first solo exhibition in Italy by the artist Kan Xuan.

Kan Xuan is internationally regarded by critics to be one of the most interesting young video-makers from China, who see in her work styles and characteristics capable of expressing the stark contrast between extreme modernity and centuries-old traditions.

A witness to deep and rapid changes, Kan Xuan embodies the evolution of the relationship between the woman artist and the Chinese art scene. The energies of her video installations are channelled towards the creation of a sphere of solitude around herself; this particular condition is transformed into a flow of spiritual, transcendent and at the same time very beautiful images. 

The expositional sequence as conceived by Kan Xuan for the Galleria Continua amounts to a full-blown video event: a series of monitors plus small and large wall projections wind their way round the space, presenting works produced by the artist from 1999 to the present day.

Ironic, biting, debunking, entertaining and with a light touch, Kan Xuan’s videos stem from the artist’s own experience, “… what we call personal experience is not a secluded space, … the overall awareness of the Ego should generate personal sensations arising from the passions and hardships of life”. In these words the artist reveals a strong desire to understand existence, which is expressed, also in artistic terms, in the search for freedom.

Central aspects of Kan Xuan’s work are senses, human relations and individual identity. One of her most emblematic works on the theme of the search for identity is Kanxuan! Ai!, which also provides the title for the exhibition. In the video, a young woman desperately chases herself down the anonymous corridors of a gigantic subway. 

Object is a video that plays upon the sophisticated and minimal notes of black and white. A series of objects (coins, hairs, milk, honey, ash, etc.) are allowed to fall slowly into a transparent container filled with water, while a voice lists the names and colours, creating a strange suspension between fiction and reality. 

100 times, which is among the videos presented, shows 100 cups of the same series of manufacture, one after another smashed on the ground. With accent on the working process, each cup has been filled before with a different amount of ceramic glaze and baked in the oven. Manipulated in this way, each one has a different tone.

Kan Xuan was born in XuanCheng, in the province of Anhi, in 1972. She currently divides her time between Amsterdam and Beijing.

Kan Xuan is part of the generation of China artists that witnessed the development of video art in their country, and it is for this reason that, while using a range of media (photography, video installations), she principally expresses herself with video works. Endowed with a very powerful imagination, she devotes almost obsessive attention to the five senses. The subjects of her work are apparently meaningless elements, common objects and everyday situations.  
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