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SUBODH GUPTA

There is always cinema

Opening Saturday 17 May in Via del Castello 11, 18.00-24.00

Until 30 August 2008, from Tuesday to Saturday, 14.00-19.00

Subodh Gupta occupies a central place as one of the leading figures in the growing contemporary art scene of southern Asia.

Born in Bihar, the seat of Buddhist learning, Gupta now lives in New Delhi. The artist’s personal career, his move from the country to the city, is in a way an allegory of the India of today, where the rural setting of the village is swiftly giving place to capitalist culture: the city itself becomes a megalopolis, while the eager and growing middle class opens the way to global culture. In a process of accelerating transformation, the country finds in artistic expression a way to express its plural identity as well as a bridge of communication and exchange with the rest of the world.

The objects he uses in his work appear as emblems, as icons which with confident simplicity codify the complex social and economic, as well as the cultural, situation of present-day India. He also tests the colonial/racial guilt and teases the aesthetic/consumerist desires of the ‘other’ Developed/Western World. The artist’s monumental sculptures and installations, created by putting together hundreds of shining stainless steel objects reflect the short circuit between ancient and modern culture, between tradition and change. 

The works presented here at Galleria Continua give us an overall picture of the artist’s work through video, paintings, sculptures and installation. 

On the stage of the gallery seats the imposing 5 Offerings For The Greedy Gods, a large installation composed of stainless steel cooking utensils. It is a work with a wealth of meanings, as the artist himself explains: “I have a particular affection for kitchens. When I was a child I regarded this room almost as a place of prayer, a sort of temple. For me it is a space of spirituality. But of course it is also an emblem of everyday life: 80% of Indians use stainless steel cooking utensils. It is a very paradoxical material: it attracts light, it shines, and all the same it is associated with popular culture. The utensils in my works are always empty …only full of their selves …it reminds us that many people are still hungry.”

Many Indians, though, might find the word ‘utensil’ too coldly clinical a term for the objects sought to be described in Subodh Gupta’s art. It does not quite connote the value endowed to these objects by the power of myth, legend, daily ritual and intimate usage. 

In the main floor of the building lies School, a deeply personal work where the artist returns home to another mise en scene of a common life: food with all its associations, learning and celebration.

Gupta, in his new series of paintings, makes a transition in scale and style with “moving” crashing falling utensils disrupting the surface of the picture which is echoed in the short animation that brings alive the entire exhibition where the artist conducts his orchestra and leaves you with the remnants of his performance.

The artist’s dialogue with space finds expression in the installation in which, by means of a series of brass objects, Gupta set up a relationship with the exhibition space itself and with its history: past and present come together in perfect continuity to occupy not only the physical site but a temporal space as well.

Subodh Gupta is one of the most prolific of Indian artists and has taken part in numerous international exhibitions. Born at Khagaul, and growing up in the rural area of Bihar, the artist calls on his own life experience to express the harsh contrasts typical of a country in which the simplicity of rural culture and increasing urban globalization exist side by side. Gupta uses a rich variety of means to express and produce large sculptures, paintings, installations, photography, video and performance. 

It is perhaps as a sculptor that we ought to define this artist, aware as he is to the physical presence of the object, of the aesthetics and symbolic attributes of materials, and of the relationships between space, time and body.

Among his most recent shows: 2008: “God & Goods”, curated by Francesco Bonami at the Villa Manin, CHANEL Mobile Art, curated by Fabrice Bousteau, a project of Zaha Hadid, Hong Kong, Tokyo, New York, London, Moscow, Paris; 2007: Silk Route, The Baltic, curated by Jerome Sans, Gateshead, UK; India: Public Places/ Private Spaces, The Newark Museum (travelling exhibition), curated by Gayatri Sinha and Paul Sternberger, Newark, USA; New-narratives: Contemporary Art from India, The Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, Chicago, USA; L’Emprise du lieu – L’expérience Pommery #4, curated by Daniel Buren, Reims, France; 2006: Venice-Istanbul, at the Istanbul Modern, curated by Rosa Martinez, Istanbul, Turkey; Nuit Blanche, curated by Nicolas Bourriaud and Jérôme Sans, Parigi, France; 2005: Always a little Further, Arsenale, 51° Venice Biennale, curated by Rosa Martinez, Venice; Universal Experience: Art, Life and the Tourist’s Eye, curated by Francesco Bonami, MCA, Chicago; Hayward Gallery, London; Dialectics of Hope, The Moscow Biennale of Contemporary Art, curated by Joseph Backstein, Daniel Birnbaum, Lara Boubnova, Nicolas Bourriaud, Rosa Martinez and Hans Ulrich Obrist, Moscow, Russia.
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