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HANS OP DE BEECK

Celebration 

Opening: Saturday 29 November 2008, Via Arco dei Becci 1, 6pm–12 midnight 

Until 24 January 2009, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

Galleria Continua is pleased to announce Celebration, the third exhibition by the Belgian artist Hans Op de Beeck to be held at the Galleria Continua in San Gimignano. 

Op de Beeck’s propensity for a multidisciplinary approach leads him to work with a range of different materials and media: sculpture, installations, multimedia works, video, film, drawings and photographs. Highly imaginative scenarios are conceived and constructed on the basis of images conjured up by the memory, which might be of places but also of domestic or urban situations. The artist then presents them to the viewer as new visual, emotive and sensorial experiences. 

At the recent Singapore Biennale, Hans Op de Beeck presented Location (6). Conceived for the Westergasfabriek in Amsterdam, a former gas station now converted into a multipurpose cultural centre, Location (6) offers viewers the sight of a boundless and meditative landscape illuminated by the whiteness of snow and fog. This sculptural installation, which can be sit in, is a conceptual follow-up to Location (5), the celebrated life-size representation of a motorway restaurant looking out on a deserted highway, now permanently housed at the Towada Art Center in Japan. 

For his new solo show in Italy, Hans Op de Beeck presents a previously unshown video entitled Celebration (2008). Shot in Arizona, the video features a front-on view of a festively bedecked table in a decidedly improbably location: the middle of a landscape of imposing rocks, sun-baked earth and cactus plants. The scene is a real tableau vivant, where the only movement is the rustling of the tablecloth in the breeze. Time also seems to be immobile, frozen in the moment prior to the celebration, possibly that of a wedding anniversary. Everything is ready, the festivities are about to begin, yet tiny but by no means negligible details hint at the inevitability of a tragedy. The video conveys a sense of emptiness, as if the party will necessarily be disappointing.

Hans Op de Beeck was born in Turnhout in 1969. He lives and works in Brussels. 
The artist constructs and stages urban and family, contemporary and fictitious places, situations and characters that appear highly familiar to the viewer. These may be secluded corners devoted to reflection or crowded spaces, sometimes populated by awkward characters who in part show us how we live today, the paths we take and the way in which we try, with remarkable ineptitude, to manage time, space and others.

Non-communication, waiting and expectancy, loss – these are all themes that recur in the work of the Belgian artist. It also appears to be shot through with a vein of melancholy and a romantic taste that is codified in the filming of a number of stereotypes of the representation of romanticism, which Op de Beeck introduces as current values.

Op de Beeck has shown his work extensively in solo and group exhibitions in recent years. The Reina Sofia (Madrid), the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art (Arizona), the Towada Art Center (Towada), the ZKM (Karlsruhe), the MACRO (Rome), the 6th Shanghai Biennale (Shanghai), the Kunstverein Hannover (Hanover), the Whitechapel Art Gallery (London) and the PS1 (New York) are just some of the internationally prominent gallery spaces where the artist has been invited to exhibit.
Solo exhibitions in 2008 include: Location (6), Singapore Biennale, Republic of Singapore; Location (6), Westergasfabriek (Holland Festival), Amsterdam, Holland; Circumstances, Rogaland Museum of Fine Arts, Stavanger, Norway. Other solo shows worthy of note are Extensions, Treasury of Saint Peter, Leuven, Belgium and Centraal Museum, Utrecht, Holland (2007); Video in tutti i sensi - My Brother’s Gardens, Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa, Venice (2006); T-Mart, MuHKA, Museum of Contemporary Art, Antwerp, Belgium (2005); Meanwhile, GeM, Museum of Contemporary Art, The Hague, Holland (2004). 
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