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CARLOS GARAICOA

Triunfo, Duda y Celebración

Opening: Saturday 23 May 2009, Via del Castello 11 and Via Arco dei Becci 1,

6pm–12 midnight 

Until 29 August 2009, Tuesday–Saturday, 2–7pm

Galleria Continua is pleased to announce a new solo exhibition by Cuban artist Carlos Garaicoa in its San Gimignano gallery spaces.

Active since the early 90s, Carlos Garaicoa is an internationally well-known artist, having participated in some of the most important contemporary art events: the Johannesburg Biennale (1995), the São Paulo Biennial (1998), the Gwangju Biennale (1997), the 5th, 6th and 7th Havana Biennial, and the first Yokohama Triennale in 2001. However, his real rise to prominence came in 2002, when he was invited to contribute to Documenta XI in Kassel. Garaicoa’s works have also been shown at a number of important art institutes: Centro Wilfredo Lam e Fundación Ludwig de Cuba, Havana (1995); Kunsthalle, Vienna (1999); Museo de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid (2000); Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston (2002) and, in Italy, at the Castello di Rivoli (2000) and the 51st Venice Biennale (2005). In June of this year he will be contributing to Mundus Novus-Arte Contemporaneo de America Latina, the Latin American Pavilion of the 53rd Venice Biennale, and will be having a solo show at the Castello di Blandy-Les-Tours in France.

From the outset, Carlos Garaicoa’s work has focussed on architecture and the city. Using a variety of media, ranging from photography to drawing, video, sculpture and visually powerful museum installations made by assembling lamps, glass objects, books, candles and musical instruments, the artist investigates the city as a living organism.

Garaicoa’s first model of investigation is the urban reality of old Havana. His portrait of the city is as anthropological as it is impassioned, a narrative packed with thoughts, and forgotten spaces and places. The artist looks for traces, relations, links, weaving together reality and fiction, poetry and denunciation. In his work, architecture is perceived as a possible space, a place that can be rethought and reinvented. The contrast between utopia and reality lies at the heart of a whole series of “project” works in which the focus of his methodological approach shifts from Havana to other cities. By creating architectural landscapes, Garaicoa transfers the real into the realm of the imaginary, explores the metropolises of the world, representing them as spaces of perception, as projections of the mind, but also as mirrors that reflect contemporary cultural and social policy decisions.

In this personal exhibition, Garaicoa shows a series of new works. Urban archaeological structures, micro-visions that disclose themselves as glimpses, fragments of landscape stolen from the bodies of cities – these are the images created by the artist for the Galleria Continua exhibition spaces. In the city, Garaicoa detects infinite possibilities for representation: “With its multiple aspects, facets and strata/layers, the city is primary material for me, and my work develops from within it.” Having said this, a primary concern for Garaicoa is to consider the artistic process as a communicative process: “As the city has every expressive means and possibility, such as sculpture, writing, architecture, photography, video, cinema, painting, and likewise the public infrastructures that link everything together, I believe that it is possible to articulate a very fruitful mode of creation that transforms the modes and processes with which we see and understand art as a process of communication. This is how art can reacquire an important place in our lives, the place it should once again occupy in our everyday lives, in every moment and process of existence.”
Carlos Garaicoa was born in Havana in 1967, and lives and works in Havana and Madrid. His work has been shown at many personal and group shows, at Art in General and at the MOMA in New York, the Luis Angel Arango Library in Bogotá and the Liverpool Tate. His works are held in many private and public collections, including the Museum of Modern Art (New York), the Maison Européenne de la Photographie (Paris), the Art Gallery of Ontario (Toronto), the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes (Havana), Tate Modern (London), the Museo de Arte Centro de Arte Reina Sofia (Madrid), the SMAK (Gent), the Guggenheim Museum (New York) and the Centro George Pompidou (Paris). 

In 2005, Garaicoa won both the XXXIX International Contemporary Art Prize of Montecarlo and the Katherine S. Marmor Award, Los Angeles M.O.C.A. He has had artistic residences in Rio de Janeiro, Minneapolis, Maracay, Umbertide, New York and Düsseldorf. 
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