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JORGE MACCHI 

Rendez-vous

Opening: Sunday 13 September 2009

Via del Castello 11, 11am–7pm 

Until 12 December, Tuesday-Saturday, 2-7pm

Galleria Continua is pleased to present Rendez-vous, the latest solo show by Jorge Macchi, one of the leading artists on the Latin American art scene. The exhibition is organized around a previously unshown group of works –sculptures, videos, photographs and drawings- produced specifically for this exhibition.

Macchi’s work resists any form of exegesis. Rather than following a linear progression, his works appear as dense and intricate semantic networks. Information is knowledge that comes from everywhere and ends nowhere. The artist often draws on newspapers, paradigms of information archives based on facts. Over and above the simple information content, the writings and poetry play an important role in his work, as does music, which in this exhibition once again appears, in the video piece 12 short songs, to be a complete formal language. 
Macchi’s works are also conceived from anecdote, chance and everyday life. Signs are silently broken down and then pieced together again according to a process of ‘de-familiarization’. In the artist’s view, the simpler and cleaner the object, the more it is capable of containing references and the more its relationship with us will be personal and sentimental. This ‘oblique strategy’ and a sharp sense of black humour are characteristic of his work. 

In his works Macchi likes to suggest the existence of a world parallel to our own, hidden beneath a surface of banality – reality is elusive. The artist is interested in recreating a parallel reality, and his work is an elegy to the absence of a single vision of the world. The encounter between objects and materials in his work stimulates new readings of everyday life. Rendez vous, which is also the title of the show, is emblematic in this sense: an old wooden wardrobe is positioned precariously on a mirror at the end of the first flight of steps in the gallery. The wardrobe mirror and the gallery mirror meet, producing unexpected reflections. 

Macchi clearly shows an interest for margins, endings and fragments, what has fallen behind us. In his universe, everything is in transit, precarious. Nothing is ever permanent. His pieces reflect absences which order the scenes as strongly as each presence. He is an artist of loss and nostalgia. Signs of a collective memory increased by connotations were used by the artist to develop Cavern, his personal vision of the contemporary world. The souvenirs are fragmented, on the same level as reality and images. For him, the atmosphere acquires something metaphysical, a mysterious tranquillity, seriousness or calmness. The emotional truth seems as solid as a scientific truth, and his images are many stories which haunt him. Without a doubt, his work is fiction that ponders over communication and the hereafter of language, the inexpressible proportion.

Jorge Macchi was born in 1963 in Buenos Aires, where he lives and works. He is one of the most prominent members of the generation of Argentine artists that emerged in the 90s. In 1993 he moved to Paris, the start of a five-year period during which he travelled all over Europe, participating in residencies, amongst other places, in Rotterdam, Amsterdam and London. In 1998, Macchi returned to Buenos Aires. In 2005 he represented Argentina at the Venice Biennale. His work has also been shown at the biennials of Havana, Sao Paolo and Istanbul, at Le Creac in Ivry-sur-Seine, at 10Neuf, the Regional Contemporary Art Centre in Montbéliard, at the MUHKA in Antwerp, the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis, the New York Sculpture Center and the MUCA in Rome.
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