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Galleria Continua is pleased to present Elie, a new solo exhibition by Berlinde De Bruyckere, one of the most significant figures on the international art scene. 

De Bruyckere’s career as an artist took off when she participated in the 50th Venice Biennale in 2003, and has been soaring ever since. She has shown in prestigious venues such as the 3rd Moscow Biennial; the Kunsthalle of Düsseldorf (Germany); La Maison Rouge, Fondation Antoine de Galbert (France); and the 4th Berlin Biennial. Works by the artist are held in a number of important permanent collections: the Kunst Museum Luzern in Switzerland, the De Pont Foundation in Holland, the Fondazione Sandrettto Re Rebaudengo in Turin, the SMAK - Stedelijk museum voor actuele kunst in Gent (Belgium), the Kiasma Museum in Helsinki and the Museum of Old and New Art in Tasmania.

The expressive path trod by the Belgian artist stems from her need to deeply probe the human condition. Her sculptures can be seen as images of an archetypal pain, as reflections on themes that have always concerned human beings: suffering, solitude, death, recollection. 

The new work that De Bruyckere is showing in this exhibition is entitled Elie, and depicts a male figure made from wax. The realistic representation of certain details – the bluish colour of the skin, the plastic volume of the muscles and the closely delineated network of veins and arteries – reveals the artist’s propensity for careful observation of the human figure, including its anatomy and posture. However, her sculpture makes no concessions to narrative, but works instead by way of subtraction and intersection. The academic lesson is thus interrupted, and the man’s body remains deliberately fragmentary and incomplete, awaiting pietas and redemption.

Berlinde de Bruyckere was born in 1964 in the Belgian city of Gent, where she lives and works today. In her sculptural work she uses wax, wood, wool, leather and horsehair, modelling intense figures that suggest deformed human and animal forms. Often these figures are impersonal and fragmentary. The suffering, pain-filled universe of the artist’s works first drew the attention of the international art world at the beginning of the 1990s. In this early phase of her career, De Bruyckere built refuges, precarious, impermanent structures made from woven rags and piles of metal beds and blankets, offering a reflection on the desperate human search for refuge and protection.

De Bruyckere’s current output is characterized by the exploration of opposites: life winning out over death, the capacity of love to redeem violence and fears, the violated body that simultaneously reveals and conceals itself. Charged with material force and sensuality, her wax or horse leather sculptures describe a world of victims and horrors, but also of human dignity, redemption and love. The artist has taken part in many exhibitions in recent years, including the solo shows Berlinde De Bruyckere, Luca Giordano. We are all flesh, Hauser & Wirth (Old Bond Street), London (UK), Berlinde De Bruyckere in dialogue with Benedetto Da Maiano (1442-1497), Spedale di Santa Fina, San Gimignano both in 2009; and the group exhibitions Disembodied, Aspen Art Museum, Aspen, (USA), 2010; Moscow Biennial, Moscow (Russia), 2009; In-finitum, Palazzo Fortuny, Venice, 2009; Silence, Kunstmuseum Luzern, Lucerne (Switzerland), 2009; Le sort probable de l’homme qui avait avalé le fantôme, La Conciergerie, Paris (France), 2009; UN-SCR-1325, Chelsea Art Museum, New York (USA), 2009; Damaged Romancticism: A Mirror of Modern Emotion, Parrish Art Museum, Southampton NY (USA), 2009; Fatal Attraction: Diana and Actaeon, The Forbidden Gaze, Compton Verney, Warwickshire (UK), 2009; Le Printemps de Septembre, MAMCO, Toulouse (France), 2009; Assenze / Presenze>01, Museo Marino Marini, Florence, 2009; Compass in Hand, MoMa, New York (USA), 2009. Among her forthcoming projects are Mysterium, Leib, Berlinde de Bruyckere im Dialog mit Cranach und Pasolini, Kunstmuseum Moritzburg, Halle, Germany; Shape of things to come, Saatchi Gallery, London, UK; Prometheus', Kulturzentrum bei den Minoriten, Graz, Austria; Reference and Affinity, Museum of Art, Lucerne, Switzerland; The Surreal House, Barbican Centre, London, UK and a new solo show at Hauser&Wirth Gallery in Zürich. More over in 2011 Arter, Istanbul, Turkey e ACCA, Melbourne, Australia. 
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