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LUCA PANCRAZZI

TEMPORUNDUM CONTINUO 

Opening: Saturday 27 February 2010, Via del Castello 11, 6pm–12 midnight 

Until 15 May, Tuesday-Saturday, 2–7pm
Galleria Continua is pleased to be hosting a new exhibition project by Luca Pancrazzi, entitled Temporundum Continuo, realized in collaboration with Steve Piccolo. 

Luca Pancrazzi has shown in a number of biennials, including those of Venice, Moscow (Special Guests section), New Delhi and Montenegro, the Rome Quadriennale, and in exhibitions or collections such as Unicredit at the MAMbo in Bologna, the PS1 (New York) and the Whitney Museum of American Art at Champion, UBS, the Museo Marino Marini (Florence), Lenbachhaus und Kunstbau (Munich), the GAM in Turin, Palazzo delle Papesse (Siena), the Centro di Arte Contemporanea Luigi Pecci (Prato), PAC (Milan) and MART (Rovereto), acquiring a reputation as one of Italy’s distinctly international artists. 

The work of Luca Pancrazzi is always alert to grasp, through the experience of the gaze, a constant phase of reality. Being in movement across a landscape involves an unceasing honing of perception. All around us is landscape, from the images reflected in the mirrors to that framed through the glass of the windows in the vehicle used for the occasion. The constant, incessant perception of the gap between thought and vision becomes established as image-experience.

Temporundum Continuo, which has been conceived by Pancrazzi for this solo show, focuses on one of the key themes in the artist’s work, namely the relationship with time. Chronological time marks the rhythm of our lives. It consists of moments that can be measured perfectly down to the second and which open up the matter of time, going beyond the simple mechanical development. Evoking this, a series of clock-shaped works will be installed together in the same space in order to shift the image of time onto a metaphysical and individual plane. The clocks thus become archetypes of this new and continual time.

In Temporundum Continuo the material employed by the artist to reinterpret forms and contents is glass; in this sense, it can be placed within a strand of inquiry initiated by Pancrazzi back in 1997 with the first work in the Carborundum cycle, a functioning Fiat Regata Turbodiesel entirely covered with splinters of glass, followed, subsequently, by a Renault Megan, and by the latest addition to the cycle, Maseratirundum, a 4-door Maserati covered with 800 kg of glass, which was driven through the streets of Moscow to the exhibition venue. Familiar objects, archetypes of the spatial relationship with everyday life, this cycle of works is inspired by a metaphysical interpretation of space and time. 

Completing the installation is a perceptual path introduced by two audio installations constructed together with the musician Steve Piccolo. People from different spheres and walks of life were asked to respond to the stimuli of two prompts: Imagine the flow of time, and use your body to reproduce the sound, the noise of it. If you were a clock, what noise would your mechanism make? Recordings of the responses form the audio material of the two introductory installations. The sounds produced have been edited as musical material in two distinct compositions.

In 2003 Luca Pancrazzi formed a working group called DeABC with Steve Piccolo and Gak Sato. Together they have produced many installations in museums and galleries in Italy and abroad. Their goal is to explore the extreme edges of art and music by composing audio structures arising from the analysis of the space of time and place.

Luca Pancrazzi was born in Figline Valdarno (Florence) in 1961. He lives and works in Milan and Tuscany.

Pancrazzi has used a wide range of media in the course of his career to date, including painting, photography, video, sound, sculpture and large-scale installations. The central theme of his work is the creative process and the deconstruction of reality through the gaze. The overcoming of the boundary between inside and out, the staggering of time and perception, continual gaps and serial variations – these are the elements used by the artist in his investigations. His observation of reality and the almost anthropological way in which he probes the territory is never rendered in an objective, documentary fashion, but is always mediated, reconsidered through other languages, filtered by memory and finally internalized. This results in an acute sensitivity towards issues relating to the vision, construction, reproduction and transmission of images, and the perception and definition of the coordinates of space and time in contemporary reality. A non-narration that revolves around the concepts of centre and periphery, and the relationships that form between definition of the planned urban landscape and processes of perception of individuality.

Luca Pancrazzi has shown extensively both in Italy and abroad. Recent exhibitions include: Glass Stress, Istituto Veneto di Scienze Lettere ed Arti, Palazzo Franchetti, Venice (2009); Collectors' Choice I + II, ZKM, Karlsruhe, Germany (2009); Sphères, Galleria Continua / Le Moulin, Boissy-le-Châtel, France (2008); 15° Quadriennale d’arte di Roma, Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Rome, (2008); Focus on Contemporary Italian Art, permanent collection, MAMbo, Museo d’Arte Moderna di Bologna (2008); Aktuelle Positionen italienischer Kunst, Landesmuseum Joanneum Künstlerhaus Graz, Germany (2008); Fragile Beauty, Glass in the Focus of Art, Stiftung Museum Kunst Palast, Düsseldorf, Germany (2008); La città che sale. We try to build the future, Arcos, Benevento; MACRO, Rome (2007); Expérience Pommery, Domaine Pommery, Rheims, France (2007); Camera con vista, Palazzo Reale, Milan (2007); COLLEZIONISMI, il mondo come voluttà e simulazione, Assab One, Milan (2007). 

For further information about the show and for photographic material: 

Silvia Pichini, Communication Manager, press@galleriacontinua.com, cell 347 45 36 136
