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Galleria Continua is pleased to present Qui e ora, a solo exhibition by the artist Arcangelo Sassolino, who is showing his work in the gallery for the first time. Internationally acclaimed by contemporary art critics, Sassolino has exhibited in a number of prestigious venues: the MART of Trento and Rovereto (2005), the Palais de Tokyo in Paris, with a solo show entitled Superdome (2008), and the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice (2009). 

Minimalist and rigorous, experimental and visionary, in his wok Sassolino explores the forces that govern the functioning and internal mechanisms of industrial machines. Drawing as required on the assistance of engineers, he produces sculptures and electronic devices based on an aesthetics of equilibriums pushed to the limit: threatening machines that furrow scars, cold, silent monsters that unexpectedly emit a sharp sound.

The artist’s work engages habitually with three elements: gravity, space and time. His powerful moving totems show themselves irrespective of any hypothetical metaphor. The performative aspect of Sassolino’s work gives rise to unexpected transformations, and indeed it is precisely these innumerable asymmetrical variables that cause a mixture of anxiety and attraction, fear and curiosity, in the viewer. 

The title of the show – Qui e ora – captures the essence of the artist’s work: “Neither creation of energy nor destruction of matter, but caducity. The existential question remains the cornerstone of all my work. And caducity is all-pervasive. […] In the meantime there is just a memory reference and an expectant aesthetics.”

Qui e ora revolves around a series of coordinates that are also the characteristic features of the artist’s work: the use of industrial processes and materials, the alternation of opposing forces (contraction and expansion), the visual value of the influence of one action upon another, the disturbing dimension of sound.

The exhibition consists of a number of previously unshown works designed and realized specifically for the occasion, other recent works and some drawings. Afasia 2, a steel tank filled with compressed nitrogen at 250 atmospheres, Figurante, the image of a measured devouring that questions the relationship between real and imaginary, and Piccolo animismo, a new sculpture where fullness and emptiness mark the primordial rhythms of the heartbeat and of breathing, are some of the works marking the path to the centre of the stalls area of the former cinema, where Sassolino has positioned Afasia 1. The installation consists of a cage that faintly delimits the boundary between ourselves, the objects it contains and the action that takes place. The space is crossed at the speed of 900 km an hour. Between one shot and another the breath is held.  

Arcangelo Sassolino was born in 1967 in Vicenza, where he lives and works today. After attending the School of Visual Art in New York between 1993 and 1995, he stayed on in New York, working as a designer for the Casio toy company. He returned to Vicenza in 1996 and began his career as an artist. 

Sassolino has shown his work extensively both in Italy and abroad. Recent exhibitions include: What You See is What You Get, FRAC, Rheims, France (2007); Ginnunggagap, 52nd Venice Biennale, Venice (2007); Forgotten Bar Project, Berlin, Germany (2008); Chateau de Tokyo / Palais de Fontainebleu, Fontainebleu, France (2008); Disarming Matter, Dunkers Kulturhus, Helsingborg, Sweden (2008); Superdome, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France (solo exhibition, 2008); Themes and Variations, Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice (2009); Zweckgemeinschafft, Micamoca, Berlin, Germany (2009); Aspekte des sammelns, Essl Museum–Contemporary Art, Klosterneuburg, Austria (2009).
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