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NEDKO SOLAKOV

A RIFFRAFF

Opening: Saturday 27 February 2010, Via del Castello 11, 6pm–12 midnight 

Until 15 May, Tuesday-Saturday, 2–7pm
Galleria Continua is pleased to announce A Riffraff, a new personal show by Bulgarian artist Nedko Solakov. 

Solakov employs an ironic, metaphoric and poly-semantic style to analyse the role and contradictions inherent to the contemporary art system, its communicative mechanisms and its schizophrenic relationship with society and cultural geopolitics. Short narratives, aphorisms, comparative descriptions, plays on words and semantic double entendres slipped into the cracks and edges of walls or blending into wallpaper patterns are the characteristic elements of the artist’s idiom. The delicate and poetic images of the characters that populate Solakov’s creative universe seem to encapsulate our everyday lives, offering a subtle reflection on established authority, perception and human existence itself.  

The title of the exhibition – A Riffraff – is sharply ironic, like the distinguishing features of Solakov’s work. For this exhibition project, the artist presents a number of new pieces together with a selected series of works realized between 1988 and 1991. These are canvas paintings executed with oils or mixed techniques, for the most part composed in polyptychs, though in some cases the story is developed on a single canvas. In both cases what characterizes Solakov’s work is the narrative trait: each one tells a story articulated in a succession and interweaving of events, characters and fragments of worlds. 

A Riffraff offers viewers an opportunity to learn more about an important period in the artist’s development. In fact, as Iara Boubnova writes in a critical essay published in the catalogue Nedko Solakov, Earlier Works, 1988 marked a year of maturation and a turning point in Solakov’s art: “Here we can see that things changed, that the artist abandoned his contemplative stance for an active involvement, embracing all elements, historical and biographical, as a vital part of the present […] In these works, individual canvases blend into one, isolated comments flow together into narrative, and the battle with and to appropriate pictorial art reaches out towards previously unused arms such as collage, objects and a growing number of written words.” 
The intensity of this body of works stems from a number of impulses that still lie at the centre of Solakov’s practice: the need to render tangible and visible what is not; to illustrate the themes that populate our unconscious; to hand down myths and fairy tales; and to give voice to hopes and desires, either in the form of personal confession or as comment on social issues. 

Since the beginning of the 1990s, Nedko Solakov (born 1957, Tcherven Briag, Bulgaria; lives in Sofia) has exhibited extensively in Europe and the United States. His work was featured in Aperto ‘93 (Venice Biennial); the 48th, 49th, 50th and 52nd Venice Biennial; the 3rd, 4th and 9th Istanbul Biennial; São Paulo ‘94; Manifesta 1, Rotterdam; the 2nd and 4th Gwangju Biennial; the 5th Lyon Biennial, Sonsbeek 9, Arnhem, the 4th and 5th Cetinje Biennial, the 1st Lodz Biennial; the 7th Sharjah Biennial, United Arab Emirates; the 3rd Tirana Biennial; the 2nd Seville Biennial; the 2nd Moscow Biennial; Documenta 12; 16th Sydney Biennial and Prospect 1, New Orleans Biennial. Recently he had solo shows at Museu do Chiado, Lisbon; Stichting De Appel, Amsterdam; CCA Kitakyushu, Japan; Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid, The Israel Museum, Jerusalem; Centre d’Art Santa Monica, Barcelona; Kunsthaus Zurich; Castello di Rivoli, Rivoli and Sofia City Art Gallery. In 2003-2005 an extensive mid-career "A 12 1/3 (and even more) Year Survey" was presented at Casino Luxembourg, Rooseum Malmoe and O.K Centrum Linz, and in 2008-2009 the “Emotions” solo project was exhibited at Kunstmuseum Bonn, Kunstmuseum St. Gallen, and Mathildenhoehe, Darmstadt. Among his forthcoming projects are solo exhibitions at Ikon Gallery, Birmingham; S.M.A.K., Ghent and Fundação de Serralves, Porto. 

www.nedkosolakov.net

For further information about the show and for photographic material: Silvia Pichini, Communication Manager, press@galleriacontinua.com, mob ++39 347 45 36 136 
