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HANS OP DE BEECK

Still Lifes

Opening: Sunday 6 June 2010, Via del Castello 11, 11am–6pm 

Until 4 September, Tuesday-Saturday, 2–7pm
The new solo exhibition by the Belgian multi-disciplinary artist comprises a series of sculptures and a video work.

Still Lifes is a new, ongoing series of sculpted tables each of which consists of a number of objects brought together in an associative manner. Sculptural, life-sized interpretations of everyday objects such a piece of fruit, a bottle, a book, a cup of coffee, a pack of cigarettes or a trio of dice are combined with objects on a reduced scale, such as furniture pieces or small models of fictitious architectural forms. The tabletop is used as a small stage, a platform on which small, silent, intimate worlds are created. These table sculptures, all executed in the same monochrome grey synthetic gypsum, refer to our daily life as well as to the heritage and the tradition of painting. The collections of objects at different scales are reminiscent of for example the Renaissance Wunderkammer, the silence of Giorgio Morandi's still lifes or the associative compositions and questioning of the status of the real and the represented by René Magritte. Because of the use of the grey gypsum also Pompeii and the archeological object come to mind.

The video work Staging Silence (2009) is based around abstract, archetypal settings that lingered in the memory of the artist as the common denominator of the many similar public places he has experienced. The video images themselves are both ridiculous and serious, just like the eclectic mix of pictures in our minds. The decision to film in black and white heightens this ambiguity: the improvised nature of the video invokes the legacy of slapstick, as well as the insidious suspense and latent derailment of film noir. 

The title refers to the staging of such dormant decors where, in the absence of people, the spectator can project himself as the lone protagonist. Memory images are disproportionate mixtures of concrete information and fantasies, and in this film they materialize before the spectator's eyes through anonymous tinkering and improvising hands. Arms appear and disappear at random, manipulating banal objects, scale representations and artificial lighting into alienating yet recognizable locations. These places are no more or less than animated decors for possible stories, evocative visual propositions to the spectator. 

Hans Op de Beeck was born in Turnhout in 1969. He lives and works in Brussels. 
The artist constructs and stages urban and family, contemporary and fictitious places, situations and characters that appear highly familiar to the viewer. These may be secluded corners devoted to reflection or crowded spaces, sometimes populated by awkward characters who in part show us how we live today, the paths we take and the way in which we try, with remarkable ineptitude, to manage time, space and others.

Non-communication, waiting and expectancy, loss – these are all themes that recur in the work of the Belgian artist. It also appears to be shot through with a vein of melancholy and a romantic taste that is codified in the filming of a number of stereotypes of the representation of romanticism, which Op de Beeck introduces as current values.
Op de Beeck has shown his work extensively in solo and group exhibitions in recent years. The Aichi Triennale 2010 (Aichi), Galleria Continua / Le Moulin (Boissy-le-Châtel), Palais de Tokyo (Paris), MARTa Herford (Herford), Hangar Bicocca (Milan), Centre Pompidou (Paris), Reina Sofia (Madrid), the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art (Arizona), the Towada Art Center (Towada), the ZKM (Karlsruhe), the MACRO (Rome), the 6th Shanghai Biennale (Shanghai), the Kunstverein Hannover (Hanover), the Whitechapel Art Gallery (London), the Singapore Biennale (Republic of Singapore) and the PS1 (New York) are just some of the internationally prominent gallery spaces where the artist has been invited to exhibit.
Solo exhibitions include: Le Grand Café - Centre d'Art Contemporain (2010); Location (6), Art Unlimited; In Silent Conversation with Correggio, Galleria Borghese; Staging Silence, Galleria Continua / Beijing (2009); Singapore Biennale, Republic of Singapore, Location (6), Westergasfabriek (Holland Festival), Amsterdam; Circumstances, Rogaland Museum of Fine Arts, Stavanger, Norway (2008); Extensions, Treasury of Saint Peter, Leuven, Belgium and Centraal Museum, Utrecht, Holland (2007); Video in tutti i sensi - My Brother’s Gardens, Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa, Venice (2006); T-Mart, MuHKA, Museum of Contemporary Art, Antwerp, Belgium (2005).
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