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Galleria Continua is embarking on a new phase in its life with the opening of a gallery space in the most dynamic quarter of the Chinese capital. A fondness for adventure apparently “continues” to be one of the predominant features of the three friends who founded the gallery: together with the rest of the team (Alice, Luisa, Massimo, Marco, Simona, Rossella, Verusca, Vittorio), and after having established solid foundations in Italy and elsewhere in Europe, they are now launching a long-term project in Asia alongside the San Gimignano base. The new gallery, totalling 1000 m2 of exhibition space and with a 13-metre-high ceiling that provides ample scope for ambitious installations, is situated in 798, part of a complex of manufacturing plants built in the Bauhaus style by East German architects in 1950. The area is already drawing attention around the world. Originally designed as an ‘industrial village’ – the whole complex was devoted to the production of arms and electronic components for the army –, it has recently and very rapidly been transformed into a vibrant hub of Chinese contemporary art, and the beautiful buildings now house artists’ studios, galleries, publishers, bookshops, graphic art studios, furnishings showrooms, bars and restaurants. And as of 8 May, Galleria Continua will be there too.

Galleria Continua’s aim in opening this exhibition space (which represents a novelty for the area) is to present the work of Western artists who are largely unknown in China, organizing an exhibition programme that is independent with respect to the San Gimignano gallery. This does not mean that Chinese artists will be disregarded. In fact, the goal is to create a direct and fruitful channel of communication that can also facilitate exchange and interaction between different cultural models. Apart from anything else, the initial stimulus to look towards China came about after having worked in Italy for years in constructive synergy with Chinese artists like Chen Zhen and Cai Guo Qiang.

The inaugural exhibition features some of the artists who have been working with the gallery for years. For this first show it has been decided to present a sizeable group of Italian artists, in order to shed light on the country’s artistic sensibility, although clearly this is only a partial view of the wealth and complexity of the art being produced in Italy today. Our initial ‘calling card’ in Chinese territory comprises works by Daniel Buren (France), Loris Cecchini (Italy), Berlinde De Bruyckere (Belgium), Carlos Garaicoa (Cuba), Kendell Geers (South Africa), Ilya Kabakov (Ukraine), Anish Kapoor (India), Sabrina Mezzaqui (Italy), Margherita Morgantin (Italy), Luca Pancrazzi (Italy), Bruno Peinado (France), Michelangelo Pistoletto (Italy), Manuela Sedmach (Italy), Serse (Italy), Pascale Marthine Tayou (Cameroon), Italo Zuffi (Italy).

This represents a broad range of work, with important pieces by eminent artists and younger generations alike. Different styles and media, encompassing painting, photography, sculpture, video and installations, will offer our new and undoubtedly curious interlocutors the chance to travel in the West. The event is set to be a great feast of art, which, thanks to art’s ability to speak a language that knows no boundaries and therefore to make frontiers easier to cross, marks the start of this bold project, which will strive to ensure that differences are an ever greater source of mutual cultural enrichment. 
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